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ACTION SAM-0 1 

INFO OCT-OI EUR-I2 ISO-00 PRS-OI SS-I5 DRC-OI RSC-OI 
( ISO ) W 

039587 

R 18I448Z OCT 74 
FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3324 
INFO USINFO WASHDC 

UNCLAS PARIS 24630 

STATE FOR AMB.MCCLOSKEY 

EO 11652 N/A 
TAGS: PROP/FR 

SUBJECT : STRONG REPRESENTATION BY AGENCE ERANCE PRESSE 

1 . DURING LUNCH WITH EMBASSY PRESS ATTACHE 
OCTOBER 16 EDWIN FORTE OF AFP DIPLOMATIC SERVICE AND 
BERNARD ULMANN, DEPUTY EDITOR IN CHIEF AFP PARIS (WHO 
LATER THIS YEAR WILL TRANSFER TO WASHINGTON BUREAU) 

ASKED EMBASSY'S HELP IN SOLVING WHAT THEY CONSIDER SERIOUS 
AFP PROBLEM IN WASHINGTON. THEY SAID THAT FOR PAST SEVER- 
AL MONTHS AP, UPI AND REUTERS CORRESPONDENTS WERE PER- 
MITTED TO ACCOMPANY SECSTATE ON HIS TRAVELS WHILE AFP 
WAS NOT. THEY SAID THIS ARRANGEMENT MAKES IT EXTREMELY 
DIFEICULT EOR AFP TO MATCH COMPETITORS' COVERAGE THESE 
HIGHLY IMPORTANT TRIPS. 

2. THEY SAID THAT PRESIDENT AND GENERAL MANAGER AFP, 

JEAN MARIN, SENT COMMERCIAL TELEGRAM TO SECRETARY KISSIN- 
GER SOME TWO WEEKS AGO PROTESTING AFP'S EXCLUSION FROM 
SECRETARY'S PLANE AND HAS NOT RECEIVED REPLY. 

3. PRESS ATTACHE SUGGESTED THAT IN VIEW OE SECRETARY’S 
RECENT TRAVEL IT WAS DOUBTFUL HE HAD YET SEEN THEIR BOSS' 
TELEGRAM, AND THAT WE SURE RESPONSE WOULD BE FORTHCOMING. 
WE ALSO AGREED TO MAKE INQUIRIES. 
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4. WOULD APPRECIATE GUIDANCE. NATURALLY WE FEEL FRENCH 
AGENCY SHOULD HAVE EQUAL TREATMENT WITH REUTERS. 
IRWIN 
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